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A85$/L&·V� 9HJD� 'LJLWDO� $XGLR� 3URFHVVRU� �������� LV� D�
SRZHUIXO� DQG� YHUVDWLOH� GLJLWDO�WR�DQDORJ� FRQYHUWHU� WKDW�
FDQ�DOVR�VHUYH�DV�D�GLJLWDO�LQSXW�RQO\��EDODQFHG�RXWSXW�

FDSDEOH�SUHDPSOLILHU��6SHFLILFDOO\��WKH�9HJD�VXSSRUWV�DOO�3&0�ILOHV�
IURP� ����N+]����ELW� UHVROXWLRQ� WR� ���N+]����ELW� UHVROXWLRQ��
ZKLOH� FRYHULQJ� DOO� VDPSOLQJ� UDWH�ZRUG�GHSWK� FRPELQDWLRQV� LQ�
EHWZHHQ�� 0RUHRYHU�� WKH� 9HJD� LV� ';'�� DQG� '6'�FRPSDWLEOH�
DQG� FDQ� GHFRGH� ERWK�'6'��� DQG�'6'����ELWVWUHDPV� YLD� WKH�
'R3�9����GDWD�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�SURWRFRO�� ,Q�VKRUW�� WKH�9HJD� LV�DQ�
DPELWLRXV��SUHPLXP�TXDOLW\�'$&�SUHDPS�WKDW�DVSLUHV�WR�WRS�WLHU�
SHUIRUPDQFH��'RHV� LW� UHDFK� WKLV� JRDO"� ,� WKLQN� LW� GRHV� DV� ,�ZLOO�
H[SODLQ�LQ�WKLV�UHYLHZ��EXW�ILUVW�OHW·V�ILUVW�WDNH�D�ORRN�DW�$85$/L&·V�
FRPSDQ\�EDFNJURXQG�DQG�DW�WKH�9HJD·V�XQGHUO\LQJ�WHFKQRORJLHV�
$V� ,� PHQWLRQHG� LQ� P\� UHYLHZ� RI � WKH� ÀUP·V� 7DXUXV� 0N,,�

EDODQFHG� KHDGSKRQH� DPSOLÀHU�� $85$/L&� LV� D� +RQJ� .RQJ�
EDVHG�KLJK�HQG�DXGLR�HOHFWURQLFV�FRPSDQ\�FR�IRXQGHG�LQ������
E\�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�&(2�;XDQTLDQ�:DQJ�DQG�KLV�EXVLQHVV�SDUWQHU�
<XDQ� :DQJ�� ;XDQTLDQ� :DQJ� KDV� KDG� IRUPDO� WUDLQLQJ� DV� DQ�
electrical and audio recording engineer and is an accomplished 

FODVVLFDO�SLDQLVW��ZKLOH�<XDQ�:DQJ�KDV�D�EDFNJURXQG�LQ�VRFLRORJ\�
and management science. Both men share a passion for music 

DQG�VRXQG�TXDOLW\��KDYLQJ�PHW��ZKHUH�HOVH"��DW�D�PXVLFDO�HYHQW³
WKH������)HVWLYDO�RI �:DOGE�KQH�%HUOLQ��1RW�ORQJ�WKHUHDIWHU��WKH�
PHQ�GHFLGHG�WR�ODXQFK�$85$/L&�/WG��
0RUH� WKDQ�PDQ\�'$&V� LQ� LWV�SULFH�FODVV�� WKH�9HJD� LV�FKRFN�

IXOO� RI � DGYDQFHG� WHFKQLFDO� IHDWXUHV�� \HW� LW� LV� DOVR� LQIRUPHG� E\�
;XDQTLDQ�:DQJ·V�WKRURXJKJRLQJ�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�FODVVLF�DQDORJ�
DXGLR�FLUFXLW�GHVLJQV��,Q�SUDFWLFH��WKLV�PHDQV�WKH�9HJD�LV�D�PRGHUQ�
DV�WRPRUURZ�'$&�ZLWK� VWHOODU� SHUIRUPDQFH� VSHFLÀFDWLRQV�� \HW�
JRHV�WKH�H[WUD�PLOH�QRW�RQO\�WR�PHDVXUH�ZHOO�EXW�DOVR�WR�GHOLYHU�

VRXQG�WKDW��ÀUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��KROGV�WUXH�WR�WKH�VRXQG�RI � OLYH�
PXVLF��$V�,�VXUYH\�WKH�9HJD·V�ULFK�VHW�RI �WHFKQLFDO�IHDWXUHV�LW�LV�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�EHDU�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�WKLV�LV�PRUH�D�´PXVLF�ÀUVWµ�GHVLJQ�
than it is a “technology über allesµ�SURGXFW��
$V� QRWHG� DERYH�� WKH�9HJD� LV� D�';'�� DQG�'6'�FRPSDWLEOH�

���N+]����ELW�FDSDEOH�'$&�GLJLWDO�SUHDPS��7KH�9HJD�SURYLGHV�
ÀYH�GLJLWDO�DXGLR�LQSXWV��RQH�$(6�(%8��RQH�7RV/LQN��RQH�86%��
DQG� WZR� FRD[LDO� 63',)�� 7KH� 9HJD� SURYLGHV� VLQJOH�HQGHG� DQG�
EDODQFHG�DQDORJ�RXWSXWV��ZLWK�YROXPH�OHYHOV�FRQWUROOHG�E\�D�����
step digital controller said not to compress dynamic range. 

'LJLWDO�DXGLR�SURFHVVLQJ�LV�KDQGOHG�E\�$85$/L&·V�SURSULHWDU\�
6DQFWXDU\� $XGLR� 3URFHVVRU�� ZKLFK� WKH� FRPSDQ\� VD\V� LV� EDVHG�
RQ�D�´PXOWL�FRUH�$50��DUFKLWHFWXUHµ�DQG�SURYLGHV�D�SURGLJLRXV�
����0,36� �PLOOLRQV� RI � LQVWUXFWLRQV� SHU� VHFRQG�� RI � GDWD�
FUXQFKLQJ� SRZHU�� 8QOLNH� PDQ\� FRPSHWLQJ� '$&V�� WKH� 9HJD�
XSVDPSOHV� DOO� LQFRPLQJ� 3&0� DXGLR� GDWD� WR� ���0+]����ELW�
UHVROXWLRQ�SULRU�WR�GHFRGLQJ��)XUWKHU��WKH�9HJD�SURYLGHV�VL[�XVHU�
VHOHFWDEOH�GLJLWDO�DXGLR�ÀOWHU�PRGHV��IRXU�IRU�3&0�IRUPDWV��WZR�
IRU�'6'�IRUPDWV���7KH�3&0�ÀOWHU�PRGHV�HDFK�FRPSULVH� IRXU�
LQGLYLGXDO� ÀOWHUV� RSWLPL]HG� IRU� D� VSHFLÀF� JURXS� RI � VDPSOLQJ�
UDWHV�� 2QH� FDQ� FKRRVH� )LOWHU� 0RGH� ��� ZKLFK� RIIHUV� WKH� EHVW�
performance measurements; Mode 2, which reduces group delay 

ZKLOH� LPSRVLQJ�PLQLPDO� DPRXQWV� RI � WUHEOH� DWWHQXDWLRQ��0RGH�
��� ZKLFK� PLQLPL]HV� SUH�HFKR� DQG� ULQJLQJ� HIIHFWV� EXW� ZLWK� D�
VRPHZKDW�KLJKHU�GHJUHH�RI �WUHEOH�DWWHQXDWLRQ��RU�0RGH����ZKLFK�
DSSOLHV�PLQLPXP�SKDVH�W\SH�ÀOWHUV�DQG�LV�VDLG�WR�DOORZ�´QR�SUH�
HFKR�HIIHFW�DW�DOOµ�ZLWK�´YHU\�VPDOO�JURXS�GHOD\�WR�HOLPLQDWH�ULQJLQJ�µ�
)LOWHU�0RGHV���DQG���DUH�GHVLJQHG�VSHFLÀFDOO\�IRU�XVH�ZLWK�'6'�

ÀOHV��DQG�DGGUHVV�WKH�SUREOHP�RI �WKH�YHU\�KLJK�IUHTXHQF\�QRLVH�
WKDW�'6'� ELWVWUHDPV� FDQ� HQWDLO�� SURYLGLQJ� VWUDWHJLFDOO\� FKRVHQ�
OHYHOV� RI � XOWUDVRQLF� WUHEOH� UROO�RII�� 7KH� FRQFHSW� LV� WR� SUHVHUYH�
the music intact while getting rid of  ultrasonic noise that could 

SRWHQWLDOO\�GDPDJH�ZLGH�EDQGZLGWK�DPSOLÀHUV�RU�VSHDNHUV�
6LJQLÀFDQWO\�� WKH� 9HJD� SHUPLWV� XVHUV� WR� VZLWFK� EHWZHHQ� LWV�

YDULRXV�ÀOWHU�PRGHV�RQ�WKH�Á\�WR�FRPSDUH�WKHLU�VXEWO\�GLIIHUHQW�
YRLFLQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DQG�RYHUDOO�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�PXVLF��;XDQTLDQ�
:DQJ� ZLVHO\� REVHUYHV� WKDW� RQH·V� FKRLFH� RI � ÀOWHU� PRGH� PLJKW�
GHSHQG�WR�D�ODUJH�H[WHQW�RQ�WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�TXDOLW\�RI �WKH�PDWHULDO�
EHLQJ� SOD\HG�� *UHDW� UHFRUGLQJV�� KH� VD\V�� RIWHQ� VRXQG� EHVW�
WKURXJK�)LOWHU�0RGH����ZKLOH�FXVWRPHU�FRPPHQWV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�
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)LOWHU�0RGH� �� LV� WKH� EHVW� ´JHQHUDO� SXUSRVHµ� VHWWLQJ� IRU� D�PL[�
RI � DXGLRSKLOH�JUDGH� DQG� PRUH� FRPPRQSODFH� UHFRUGLQJV�� 7KH�
LPSRUWDQW� SRLQW� LV� WKDW� WKH�9HJD� DOORZV� XVHUV� WR� ÀQH�WXQH� WKH�
'$&·V�VRQLF�SHUVRQD�WR�ÀW�WKH�PXVLFDO�PDWHULDO�DW�KDQG��

Another signature feature of  the Vega is its Femto Master 

&ORFN�� ZKLFK� \LHOGV� D� VSHFWDFXODUO\� ORZ� ������ SLFRVHFRQGV� �RU�
���IHPWRVHFRQGV��RI �MLWWHU³D�ÀJXUH�IHZ�'$&V�DW�DQ\�SULFH�FDQ�
PDWFK��7KH�9HJD� SURYLGHV� WKUHH�PDVWHU�FORFN� FRQWURO� VHWWLQJV��
WKH�GHIDXOW�́ $872µ�VHWWLQJ��ZKLFK�PDLQWDLQV�́ D�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�
ORFN�LQ� DELOLW\� DQG� MLWWHU� SHUIRUPDQFH�µ� SOXV� ´),1(µ� DQG�
´(;$&7µ�VHWWLQJV��DYDLODEOH�RQO\�DIWHU�WKH�9HJD�KDV�ZDUPHG�XS�
IRU�DQ�KRXU���ZKLFK�́ IRUFH�WKH��FORFN�FRQWUROOHU·V��3//�EDQGZLGWK�
LQWR�D�YHU\�QDUURZ�UDQJH�WR�PD[LPL]H�MLWWHU�SHUIRUPDQFH�µ�1RW�DOO�
GLJLWDO�VRXUFHV�DUH�SUHFLVH�HQRXJK�WR�XVH�WKH�),1(�RU�(;$&7�
VHWWLQJV�� EXW� ;XDQTLDQ� :DQJ� QRWHV� WKDW� ZLWK� WKH� (;$&7�
VHWWLQJV�LQ�SOD\�KH�VRPHWLPHV�KHDUV�´D�VLJQLÀFDQW�LPSURYHPHQW��
FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�$872�VHWWLQJ��IRU�FHUWDLQ�VRXQG�WUDFNV��VXFK�DV�
ZHOO�UHFRUGHG�FODVVLFDO�SLDQR�VROR�µ
$V� H[SHFWHG�� WKH� 9HJD� LV� FRPSDWLEOH� ZLWK� ERWK� 0DFV� DQG�

3&V�DQG�ZLWK�PRVW�SRSXODU�PXVLF�SOD\EDFN�VRIWZDUH��7KH�9HJD�
DXWR�LQVWDOOV� LQ�0DF� HQYLURQPHQWV�� EXW� UHTXLUHV� LQVWDOODWLRQ� RI �
DQ� LQFOXGHG�:LQGRZV� GULYHU� ZKHQ� XVHG� LQ� 3&�EDVHG� V\VWHPV��
$85$/L&� GRHV� IHHO� WKDW� PXVLF�VRIWZDUH� SDFNDJHV� KDYH� D� ELJ�
LPSDFW� RQ� WKH� '$&·V� VRXQG� DQG� IRU� WKLV� UHDVRQ� VXSSOLHV� D�
IUHH�FRS\�RI � LWV�UHFRPPHQGHG�-3/$<�VRIWZDUH�ZLWK�WKH�9HJD��
$FFRUGLQJO\��,�XVHG�-3/$<�VRIWZDUH�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�M5LYHU�
0HGLD� &HQWHU� ��� PXVLF�PDQDJHPHQW� VRIWZDUH� LQ� D� 3&�EDVHG�
system for my review listening.

7KH�9HJD·V�DQDORJ�RXWSXWV�DUH�GULYHQ�E\�D�SDLU�RI �$85$/L&·V�
VLJQDWXUH�25)(2�&ODVV�$�RXWSXW�PRGXOHV��ZKRVH�GHVLJQ�ZDV�
LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�FLUFXLWU\�RI �WKH�FODVVLF�1HYH������DQDORJ�UHFRUGLQJ�
console and whose sound is said to “share the same warm and 

QDWXUDO�VRXQG�RI ��WKH��1HYH������µ�3HUKDSV�DV�D�UHVXOW��WKH�9HJD�
FODLPV�YDQLVKLQJO\�ORZ�7+'�DQG�QRLVH��MXVW������������3DUW�RI �
the performance equation, naturally, involves not only having 

KLJK�SHUIRUPDQFH� DQDORJ� RXWSXW�PRGXOHV�� EXW� DOVR� DGGUHVVLQJ�
QRLVH�LVVXHV�ZKHUHYHU�SRVVLEOH��7R�WKLV�HQG��$85$/L&�FRQVWUXFWV�
WKH�9HJD·V� FKDVVLV� RI � D� KLJKO\�(0,�UHVLVWDQW�PHWDO�DOOR\� FDOOHG�
$)1���� DQG� FRDWV� WKH� FKDVVLV·� LQWHULRU� VXUIDFHV�ZLWK� D�PXOWL�
OD\HU�HOHFWUR�PHFKDQLFDO�GDPSLQJ�PDWHULDO�FDOOHG�$OLUH��ZKLFK�LV�
XVHG�LQ�PRVW�RWKHU�$85$/L&�FRPSRQHQWV��
7KH�9HJD� VSRUWV� DQ� HDV\�WR�UHDG�2/('� IURQW�SDQHO� GLVSOD\�

that shows the input selected, the format and data rates of  

ZKDWHYHU�GLJLWDO�DXGLR�LQSXW�KDV�EHHQ�VHOHFWHG��DQG�WKH�YROXPH�
OHYHO� �RQ� D� VFDOH� RI � �²����� WR� ZKLFK� WKH� SURFHVVRU� LV� VHW�� %\�
GHVLJQ�� WKH� 9HJD� FDQ� EH� RSHUDWHG� IURP� LWV� IDFHSODWH� RU� IURP�
an included remote control. The control menu offers options 

IRU� DGMXVWLQJ� DEVROXWH� SRODULW\� DQG� OHIW�ULJKW� FKDQQHO� EDODQFH��
RU� VHOHFWLQJ�SUHIHUUHG�ÀOWHU�PRGHOV��8VHUV�FDQ�DOVR�FRQWURO� WKH�
2/('�GLVSOD\�LWVHOI��WXUQLQJ�LOOXPLQDWLRQ�XS��GRZQ��RU�RII ��IRU�
]HUR�YLVXDO�GLVWUDFWLRQV�DW�DOO���2YHUDOO��WKH�9HJD�LV�DQ�HUJRQRPLF�
GHOLJKW��WKRXJK�LW�LV�VXIÀFLHQWO\�FRPSOH[�WKDW�LW�SD\V�WR�UHDG�WKH�
manual to understand the scope of  the control options at hand.

,I �WKH�IRUHJRLQJ�WHFKQLFDO�GHVFULSWLRQ�VHHPV�SURPLVLQJ��WKHQ�
SOHDVH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�VRXQG�RI �WKH�9HJD�LV�IXOO\�DV�JRRG�DV��LI �QRW�
EHWWHU� WKDQ�� WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�PLJKW� OHDG� \RX� WR� H[SHFW��)UDQNO\��
,·YH�EHHQ�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�RI �FRPSXWHU�DXGLR�IRU�\HDUV��EXW�,�
QHYHU�IHOW�D�NHHQ�GHVLUH�WR�PDNH�D�GHGLFDWHG�KLJK�SHUIRUPDQFH�

'$&� D� SHUPDQHQW� SDUW� RI �P\� UHIHUHQFH� V\VWHP� XQWLO� ,� KHDUG�
WKH� 9HJD� LQ� DFWLRQ�� 8S� WR� WKLV� SRLQW�� PRVW� RI � WKH� FRPSXWHU�
DXGLR�'$&�EDVHG�V\VWHPV�,�KDYH�DXGLWLRQHG�VHHPHG� WR�PH� WR�
IDOO�VKRUW�RI �WKH�VRXQG�TXDOLW\�,�ZDV�XVHG�WR�KHDULQJ�IURP�WRS�
WLHU� GLVF� SOD\HUV�� ,� DOVR� IRXQG� WKDW� WKRVH� '$&�EDVHG� V\VWHPV�
WKDW�ZHUH�VRQLFDOO\�VDWLVI\LQJ�WHQGHG�PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW�WR�EH�
astronomically priced. 

,Q�FRQWUDVW��ZKDW�PDNHV�WKH�9HJD�VR�FDSWLYDWLQJ�WR�P\�ZD\�RI �
WKLQNLQJ� LV� WKDW� LW� LV� UHDVRQDEO\�SULFHG�\HW�FRQVLVWHQWO\�VXSSOLHV�
a rich panoply of  audiophile virtues, while also demonstrating 

DQ� XQFDQQ\� DELOLW\� WR� NHHS� LWV� IRFXV� RQ� WKH�PXVLFDO�ZKROH�� ,Q�
short, the Vega represents the intersection of  good value, great 

�DQG� IRUZDUG�ORRNLQJ�� WHFKQRORJ\�� SOXV� WHUULÀF� PXVLFDOLW\³D�
FRPSHOOLQJ�FRPELQDWLRQ�LQGHHG�
,I �\RX�DVNHG�PH�WR�FLWH�VHYHUDO�VSHFLÀF�TXDOLWLHV�WKDW�FKDUDFWHUL]H�

WKH�VRXQG�RI �WKH�9HJD��WZR�WKDW�FRPH�LQVWDQWO\�WR�PLQG�ZRXOG�EH�
transparency and resolution—effortless, elegant, and unforced 

RSHQQHVV�DQG�GHWDLO�WKDW�VRXQG�PRUH�OLNH�WKH�UHDO�WKLQJ�WKDQ�OLNH�
KL�À�DUWLIDFWV��2Q�WKH�WUDFN�´(PEUDFHDEOH�<RXµ�IURP�7KH�/DUU\�
&RU\HOO�2UJDQ�7ULR·V�Impressions�>&KHVN\@�WKH�9HJD�OHWV�\RX�OLVWHQ�
deeply into the voices of  each of  the instruments at play and so 

WR�VDYRU�WKH�URXQG��ULSH�WRQH�RI �&RU\HOO·V�JXLWDU��WKH�UHHG\�DQG�
EUHDWK\�YRLFH�RI � WKH�RUJDQ��DQG� WKH�GHOLFDF\�RI � WKH�GUXP�NLW·V�
FRQWULEXWLRQV��WKH�F\PEDO�ZRUN�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��0RUHRYHU��WKH�9HJD�
VKRZV�\RX�WKH�ZRUWK�RI �KLJK�UHV�ÀOHV��KHOSLQJ�\RX�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�
KRZ�PXFK�IXOOHU�DQG�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�WKH\�PDNH�WKH�PXVLF�VRXQG��
7KH� EHDXW\� RI � WKH� 9HJD·V� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� LV� WKDW� WKH� DGGLWLRQDO�
OD\HUV�RI �GHWDLO�LW�SURYLGHV�DUH�GHOLYHUHG�LQ�D�UHOD[HG�DQG�OLIHOLNH�
manner; additional music information is simply there—whole 

and complete without unwarranted spotlighting or pyrotechnics, 

SPECS & PRICING

Type: Digital-to-analog-
converter/digital preamplifier
Digital inputs: One AES/EBU, 
two coaxial, one TosLink, 
and one USB 2.0 buffered by 
ActiveUSB
Analog outputs: One stereo 
single-ended (via RCA jacks), 
one balanced (via XLR 
connectors) 
Frequency response: 20Hz–
20kHz, +/-0.1dB
THD+N: <0.00015%, 20Hz–
20kHz at 0dBFS
Dynamic range: 130dB, 
20Hz–20kHz, A-weighted
Supported digital formats: All 
PCM from 44.1kHz to 384kHz 
with word lengths up to 32-bit, 
DSD64 (2.8224MHz), and 
DSD128 (5.6448MHz)

Important format information: 
352.8kHz and 384kHz are 
supported through USB 
only; 32-bit word lengths 
supported through USB only; 
DoP V1.1 transmission protocol 
supported through USB only
Output voltage: 4V RMS at 
maximum, with dynamic-loss-
free digital volume
Dimensions): 11" x 2.6" x 9" 
Weight: 7.5 lbs.
Price: $3495

AURALIC AMERICAS INC. 
12208 NE 104th St. 
Vancouver, WA 98682 
(360) 326-8879
auralic.com
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VR�WKDW�WKH�PXVLF�LV�IUHH�WR�EUHDWKH�DQG�ÁRZ�
2WKHU� TXDOLWLHV� WKDW� W\SLI\� WKH� VRXQG� RI � WKH� 9HJD� DUH� LWV�

GUDPDWLF�DQG�DW�WLPHV�H[SORVLYH�G\QDPLFV��ZKLFK�OLNHZLVH�XQIROG�
LQ�D�QDWXUDOO\�H[SDQVLYH�ZD\��$V�ZLWK�PXVLFDO�GHWDLOV��WKH�G\QDPLF�
TXDOLWLHV�\RX�KHDU�VHHP�WR�ÁRZ�PRUH�IURP�WKH�PXVLF�WKDQ�IURP�
WKH� HTXLSPHQW�� &RQVHTXHQWO\�� WKH� PXVLF� VHHPV� HQHUJL]HG� DQG�
illuminated from within, much as it does when heard live. To 

KHDU�ZKDW�,�PHDQ��WU\�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�6LOYHVWUH�5HYXHOWDV·�Sensamayà 
as captured on the Chicago Symphony Orchestra Brass Live recording 

>&62�5HVRXQG@��7KLV�H[RWLF�VRXQGLQJ�SLHFH�LV�IXOO�RI �OLWKH�WZLVWV�
DQG�WXUQV�DV�LW�SURJUHVVHV�IURP�RQH�G\QDPLF�KLJKOLJKW�WR�WKH�QH[W��
ZLWK�WHQVLRQ�EXLOGLQJ�DV�WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�XQIROGV��,·YH�KHDUG�WKLV�
SLHFH�WKURXJK�PDQ\�GLJLWDO�VRXUFH�FRPSRQHQWV��EXW�QRQH�PDGH�
Sensemayà�VRXQG�DV�SRZHUIXO�RU�H[SUHVVLYH�DV�WKH�9HJD�GLG��QRU�
FRXOG� DQ\� FRQYH\� WKH� WVXQDPL�OLNH� IRUFH� RI � WKH� FRPSRVLWLRQ·V�
ÀQDO�FUHVFHQGR�DV�HIIHFWLYHO\�DV�WKH�9HJD�
)LQDOO\�� ,� ZDV� VWUXFN� RQ� PXOWLSOH� RFFDVLRQV� E\� WKH� 9HJD·V�

XQIDLOLQJ� PXVLFDOLW\�� ZKLFK� ,� VRPHWLPHV³WRQJXH�LQ�FKHHN³
FDOOHG� WKH� ´1HYH� IDFWRU�µ�1HYH� UHFRUGLQJ� FRQVROHV� DUH� NQRZQ�
IRU�SXOOLQJ�RII �D�GLIÀFXOW�EXW�KLJKO\�UHZDUGLQJ�WLJKWURSH�DFW�RI �
VRUWV��RQ� WKH�RQH�KDQG�� WKH\�GHOLYHU�H[FHHGLQJO\�KLJK� OHYHOV�RI �
WUDQVSDUHQF\��FODULW\��DQG�WLPEUDO�SXULW\��ZKLOH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�
WKH\� SUHVHUYH� D� QDWXUDOO\� ZDUP�� RUJDQLF�� DQG� OLIHOLNH� VRXQG�� ,�
WKLQN�LW�LV�VLJQLÀFDQW�WKDW�;XDQTLDQ�:DQJ�KDV�FKRVHQ�WKH�FODVVLF�
Neve sound as his sonic model for the Vega and that the Vega 

VWULYHV��VXFFHVVIXOO\��WR�VWULNH�D�VLPLODU�VRQLF�EDODQFH��$V�D�UHVXOW��

WKH�9HJD·V� VRXQG� LV� HYHU\�ELW� DV� UHYHDOLQJ�� FULVSO\� GHÀQHG�� DQG�
LQIRUPDWLYH�DV�DQ\�´DQDO\WLFDOµ�'$&�ZRXOG�EH��EXW�ZLWKRXW�WKH�
GUDZEDFNV��VWHULOLW\��D�YDJXHO\�́ PHFKDQLFDOµ�TXDOLW\��WKDW�DQDO\WLFDO�
products usually entail. Rather than dissecting or deconstructing 

WKH�PXVLF��WKHQ��WKH�9HJD�VLPSO\�UHYHDOV�PXVLFDO�WH[WXUHV��WLPEUHV��
tonal colors, and dynamics, and then gets out of  the way. 

,�FRPSDUHG�WKH�9HJD�WR�P\�SULPDU\�GLJLWDO�UHIHUHQFH��5HJD·V�VX�
SHUE�,VLV�&'�SOD\HU�'$&��DQG�IRXQG�WKH�9HJD·V�VRXQG�FRPSHWL�
WLYH��WKRXJK�VRPHZKDW�GLIIHUHQW��,�KDG�D�VOLJKW�SUHIHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�
5HJD·V�VRXQG�RQ���������PDWHULDO�RZLQJ�WR�WKH�5HJD·V�VRPHZKDW�
PRUH� FRKHUHQW� XSSHU�PLGUDQJH� DQG� WUHEOH� SUHVHQWDWLRQ�� WKRXJK�
LQ�WUXWK�WKH�FRQWHVW�ZDV�YHU\��YHU\�FORVH��%XW�D�NH\�SRLQW� LV� WKDW�
WKH�9HJD�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�KDOI �WKH�SULFH�RI �WKH�5HJD�DQG�LV�FDSDEOH�RI �
H[SORULQJ�KLJK�UHV�3&0�DQG�'6'�ÀOHV��ZKLFK�WKH�5HJD�LV�QRW��,Q�
SDUWLFXODU��OLVWHQLQJ�WR�'6'�ÀOHV�WKURXJK�WKH�9HJD�SURYHG�UHYHOD�
WRU\��EHFDXVH�'6'�ÀOHV�DV�UHQGHUHG�E\�WKH�9HJD�VHHPHG�WR�GR�D�
PXFK�EHWWHU� MRE� WKDQ� VWDQGDUG�UHVROXWLRQ�3&0�ÀOHV� LQ�HQDEOLQJ�
WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�VRXQG�PRUH�WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO�DQG�UHDOLVWLF��
$OWKRXJK�,·P�QRW�UHDG\� WR�SDUW�ZLWK�P\�WRS�VKHOI �5HJD�,VLV�

&'� SOD\HU� MXVW� \HW�� WKH� 9HJD� LV� WKH� ÀUVW� VHQVLEO\�SULFH� '$&�
,·YH�KHDUG� WKDW� ,� FRXOG� UHDGLO\� HPEUDFH� DV�RQH�RI �P\�SULPDU\�
GLJLWDO�VRXUFH�FRPSRQHQWV��)RU�OHVV�WKDQ��������WKH�9HJD�WDNHV�
GLVFHUQLQJ�DXGLRSKLOHV�DQG�PXVLF�ORYHUV�YHU\�IDU�XS�WKH�KLJK�HQG�
audio performance ladder, providing them with a versatile and 

WHFKQLFDOO\�DGYDQFHG�GLJLWDO�SOD\EDFN�VROXWLRQ�WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�VRRQ�
outgrow.
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